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C E N S U S  T R A C T  M A N U A L  

NATURE ANC GENERAL USE OF CENSUS TRACTS I OTHER SMALL-AREA DATA FDR CITIES 

population between 3,000 and 6,000. The t r a c t s  a re  No da t a  a r e  published f o r  enumeration d i s t r i c t s  
permanently es tabl i shed,  so t h a t  comparisons can be a s  such, s ince  they have l i t t l e  s igni f icance  beyond 

Information on a small-area Sasis is essen2ial 
f o r  the analysis  of modern problems of la rge  c i t i e s  
and f o r  the  e f f i c i e n t  adminlstrztion of t h e i r  munici- 
pa l ,  welfare, and commercial enterprises.  To meet 
t h i s  need, ce r t a in  large c i t i e s ,  and sometimes t h e i r  
suburbs, have been divided in to  census traczs.  In  
current  p rac t i ce ,  each t r a c t  ordinari ly contains a 

made from year t o  year and from census t o  census; they 
a re  l a i d  out with a view t o  approximate uniformity in  
population and with some regard for uniformity in  
s i z e ;  and each i s  designed. t o  include an area "ally 
homogeneous with res3ect t c  race, national or ig in ,  
economic s t a t u s ,  and l iv ing  conditions. 

Tracts  were establlshed i n  1940 or e a r l i e r  f o r  
a l l  of t he  c i t i e s  which had a population of 250,000 
or more I n  1930, together with a Pew smaller c i t i e s  
ir, which an ac t ive  loca l  i n t e re s t  had developed. I t  

Enumerat ion  d is t r ic ts . -An enumeration d i s t r i c t  
i s  the area  assigned t o  an enumerator i n  the  federa l  
Census. Enumeration d i s t r i c t s  do not  c ross  the  bound- 
a r i e s  of a comty, township, incorporated p lace ,  ward, 
o r  other p o l i t i c a l  subdivision.  Each census t r a c t ,  i n  
the census t r a c t  c i t i e s ,  i s  composed of one or more 
enumeration d i s t r i c t s .  

serving a s  adminis t ra t ive  u n i t s  f o r  the  enumeration 
of the  population. I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  they a r e  not per- 
manent a reas ,  but a r e  changed from census t o  census, 
in conf orml:y wit& changes In population density, etc. 
The Bureau of t h e  Census makes some t abu la t ions  by 
enlmeration d i s t r i c t s  f o r  control  p'xposes, however. 
The subjec ts  covered include sex, age, r ace ,  n a t i v i t y ,  
and farm residence of t h e  population and various char- 
a c t e r l s t i c s  of housing. Transcr ip ts  of these tabula- 
t i ons ,  wl th  maps showing the  locat ion  or the  enu- 

should be noted, then, t ha t  the cefisus t r a c t s  are not meration d i s t r i c t s ,  may be purchased a t  cost  from the  I a pa r t  of the  uniform system of area subdlvision used Census Bureau. 
i n  the  taking of censuses, bul; a re  the resl l l t ,  In most 
cases ,  of l oca l  initiative. 

For t t o se  c l t l e s i n  which t r a c t s  were established 
i n  1930 o r  e a r l i e r  census da ta  are  already available 
f o r  two o r  more decades; ar-d wlth succeeding censuses, 
t he  s e r i e s  of comparable data w i l l  be expanded. Like- 
wise local  organizations i n  t h e  c i t i e s  collec: t h e i r  
own data ,  year by year, and thus es tabl i sh  t h e i r  own 
comparative se r i e s .  

Census t r a c t s  providea commor. base f o r  a l l  l oca l  
s t a t i s t i c s .  Thus, hea l th ,  juvenile delinquency, rec- 
reation,  andschool data may a l l  be re la ted  on a t r a c t  
bas is .  

Census t r a c t s  mite i t  possible t o  i so l a t e  areas  
of change within a com.unlty which are obscured i n  
the c i t y  t o t a l s .  Tuberculosis r a t e s ,  for  example, m y  
Increase in  ce r t a in  t r a c t s  while decreasing in  the 
c i t y  as  a whole. Sales volume may f a l l  off i n  som 
t r a c t s  while increasing generally.  An analysis  of the 
data by census t r a c t s  w i l l  often show whether changes 
observed are  Cue t o  agency pol ic ies  o r  t o  changing 
population o r  family charac ter i s t ics .  

Census t r a c t s  provide a simple means of r e l a t ing  

Blocks .-Certain bas1 c housing data  from the  
1940 census were published by blocks l o r  those c i t i e s  
which had a population of 50,000 or more i n  1930. 
These da ta ,  whlch appear In  a s e r i e s  of Supplements 
t o  the F i r s t  S e r i e s  Housing b u l l e t i n s  ( o f t e n  refer red  
t o  a s  Block S~pplements) ,  include c l a s s i f i ca t ions  by 
occupancy and tenure ,  s t a t e  of r e p a i r  and plumbing 
equipment, year b u i l t ,  and average monthly rent  or 
r en ta l  value of a l l  dwelling un i t s ;  number of un i t s  
occupied by nonwhlte households; number of occupied 
un i t s  with 1.51 or more persons per room; mortgage 
s t a tus  of owner-occupied dwelling u n i t s ;  and number 
of r e s idbc t i a l  s t ruc tu res .  

ORIGIN AND HISTORY OF CENSUS TRACTS 

1910.-The census t r a c t  idea was or ig inated  by 
the l a t e  D r .  Walter Laidlaw i n  New York Ci ty  i n  1906. 
A t  t ha t  t i m e  D r .  Laidlaw was d i r ec t ing  population 
studies f o r  the  Federation of Churches. He found s ta-  
t i s t i c s  by boroughs p r a c t l c a l l y  use less  fo r  h i s  pur- 
poses because of t he  wide d ive r s i ty  of population 
cka rac t e r i s t i  cs within these  l a rge  areas .  S t a t i s t i c s  

VarlOUS phenomena t o  the economic level  of tp.e popu- 
l a t ion .  Sales  of commodities, bank deposits, b i r t h  
and death r a t e s ,  reading habi ts ,  cr:me--all a re  re- 
l a t ed  t o  the economic s t a t u s  of the population, Com- 
binations of widely separated census t r a c t s  having 
the same economic s t e t u s ,  a s  measured by such census 
data as  value or rent  of home, a re  therefore frequently 
more Useful t o  the  analys t  than an equally large area  
Qf Contiguous t r a c t s  having qui te  dissimilar  popula- 

a" t i on  charac ter i s t ics .  

for  assembly d i s t r i c t s  were equally unsat i s fac tory  
not only because they included a l a rge ,  heterogeneous 
population but because t h e i r  boundaries were changed 
from time t o  ti-. With the  a c t i v e  support  of the  
New York City Tenement House Departmnt and the  De- 
partment or Health, D r .  Laidlaw undertook t h e  t a s k  or 
dividing the c i t y  i n t o  40-acre t r a o t s  and persuaded 
the Bureau of t h e  Census t o  adopt these  a reas  i n  the  
enumeration and t abu la t ion  Of the 1910 census for New 
York c i t y .  The Bureau of t he  Oenaus a l s o  es tabl i shed 



census t rac ts  in the other seven ci t ies  having a PoPu- 
lation of 500,000 or more a t  that tirm. These arere 
Baltimore, Bost~n, Chicago, Cleveland, Philadelphia I 

Pittsburgh, and S t .  Louis. New York City , hmever, 
was the only city t o  make use of the data by Census 
tracts. 

lgm. -~ithough the Bureau of the Census tabu- 
lated census tract  data i n  1920 for t h i s  8fime 118% of 
ci t ies ,  again only New York C i t y  made immediate use 
of the figures, The tabulations and analyt ical  maps 
were published by the New York City 1920 Census Com- 
mlttee, Inc., In a large-size volume of &44 pages, 
About the middle of the decade, Cleveland and Chicago 
also obtained the census t r ac t  tabulations for  the i r  
ci t ies ,  

1930.-As the 1930 census approached, ten addi- 
tional c i t i e s  becarae interested i n  the  census t r a c t  
idea t o  the extent of laying out tentative t rac t8  and 
obtaining the approval of these tracts  from tbe Direc- 
tor of the Census, making a to ta l  of 18 c i t i e a  tor  
that censui; The new census t rac t  ci t ies  were Berkeley, 
Buffalo, Cinoinnatl, Columbu~, Indianapolis, t oe  Angeles, 
Nashville, Syracuse, Waehington, and Yonkera, 

Organizations or individuals i n  most Of the 
ai t lea obtalned Ghe~ tabulation8 by oenaua t rac t8  from 
the Bureau of the Censue f o r  whioh they paid a aum 
estimated t o  aover most of the additional coate in- 
volved. I n  eeveral or the ct t lea,  theae data Were 
published; i n  others, copies of the tabulat iom were 
made available to local organizations in need of them. 

1940.-During the 1930' s interest  i n  smell-area 
data was further encouraged, and 42 c i t i e s  were added 
t o  the census tract  I l s t .  A t  the time of the 1940 
cenew 60 c i t i e s  i n  continental United States1 had 
been tracted. These included a l l  but one of the 58 
Cities of 250,600 inhabitants or  more (in ls40)and 26 
sml l e r  c l t i e s ,  most oS vihlch had a population well 
in excess of 100,000. More than one-fourth of the  
Nat1onta population lived in these c i t ies .  

Wenty-Sive Cities have la id  out t r a c t s  in ad- 
jacent.suburban areas. In some instances these repre- 
sent a part O r  811 of the balance of the county; In 
other lnstancss they include the entire metropolitan 
distr ict .  

The more important i t e m  tabulated for  census 
t rac ts  in 194.0 were published by the Census Bureau i n  
a series of bulletlns,onefor each census t r a c t  ci ty,  
this  being a change from the procedure i n  previous 
censuses, under ~ h l c h  the c l t i e s  receiving the census 
tract  tabulatlona paid moderate amounts t o  cover the 
extra cost involved in taking readings f o r  such small 
areas, Enaking up the census t r ac t  tables, etc. These 
bulletins were distributed l i ke  other census publica- 
tions. The response to t h i s  free service i n  many or 
the c i t ies  was very disappointlng, however, several 
or them railing even t o  f w l s h  adequate address lists 
lor the di8tribution of t he i r  bullet im. Consequently, 
r h i l e  no definite plans for 1960 have been established, 

1 m * 8  ,mm also l o i d  ou* in Honolulu, but since t h i s  
*b done as  'I& Of a plan for sett ing up traota in the 
anera gan?t0$3r of bW4i1 where 100~1 subdivisions of the 
@~ahfr~e* n r e  UFiPnt4 traeded, 1 N a  o i t y  has not been oon- 
&dolad as  la i@o@. traat- oify.  

there 1s an incl inat ion ' tq make some m o d + r x  cation o-l: 
the procedure followed i n  1940b C o n s i d e r a t  ion i8 be- 
ing given co a program under WhlcC t h e  C l t ~ ~ ~  
pay a subs tan t ia l  part of the  ex t ra  coat xnvQlveQ in 
tabulat ing t h e i r  census t r a c t  data. 

A c&plete l ist  of a l l  the census tract cities, 
the population or the central  c i ty  and i t s  adlacan% 
tracted area,  if any, the number of t r a c % s  In mch, 
the average population per t r a c t ,  and t he  date of the 
f i r s t  census taken on a t r a c t  basis  are P r e s e n t e d  
Appendix A. 

CENSUS DATA AVAILABLE BY CENSUS TRACTS 

Pub1 jshed data.-In Volume f of t h e  Is40 pop* 
l a t i on  Reports, is given the population of e a c h  t r a c t a d  
area by ceneus t r ac t s ,  a i t h  1930 f igures  for thoge 
c i t i e s  which had t r a c t s  i n  1930. There 1 s  in a b d i t l o n  
a map showing the boundaries of t he  t t r a c t s  jin each 
area.  he censua t r a c t  w s  appear a l e0  in the First 
Seriea bullet ins ror  the several  Etatea--the b u l l e t i n s  
whioh were eventually bound up t o g e t h e r  t o  rorm 
Volume I. 

Following is a list or the i t e m  l n c l u d e d  ln t;b 
Oeneua Traat bul le t in  for  each oity. S p e o l r l e a  CLsm 
for  the nonwhite element i n  the populat ion were pub- 
l ished,  i n  supplementary tab les ,  f o r  c e n s u s  tracts 
having a nonwhite population of 260 or more , as indi- 
cated below. Ins addltion there a re  o r  c o u r s e  nonwhite 
data for  a11 t r a c t s  i n  t he  three  c l a s s l f i c a t l o n a  Sn- 
Volvlng race,  namely, items 1, 2, and 8, i n  the X ollar- 
ing series:  

1. Race and nat ivi ty.  
2. Age by race ,  na t iv i ty ,  and sex. ( A g e  I s  shown 

i n  5-year groups and certain s p e c l a l  age, 
breaks, such a s  "21 and over." ) 

3. Years of school completed by persons 2fS Ye9;rs 
old and over, by sex. (Published f o r  non- 
white also. ) 

4. Employment s tatus and c lass  of worker for per-  
sons 14 years old and over, by s e x ,  (Pub- 
l i shed  for  nonwhite also.) 

5. Major occupation group of enployed p e r s o n a  1Q 
years old and over, by sex. ( P u b l l  shed for 
nonwhite i n  Southern c i t i e s  a l so . )  

6. Country of b i r t h  of f oreign-born whl br 
sex. 

7;  Citizenship of foreign-born white 21 Yeam 
old and over, by  sex. 

8. Occupancy s ta tus  and tenure by race o f  ooc* 
pants for  a l l  dwelling units. 

9. Value of owner-occupied units. (Pub11 
nonwhite also. ) 

10. Estimated monthly ren t  or owner -occQied  uniW. 
11. Contract montw rent  of t e n a n t - o c c u p ~ e  d mits* 

(Published for  nonarnite also.  1 
12. Average and median monthly contract o r  esti- 

mated ren t  of a l l  duel l ing units ,  
13. Gross monthly rent or tenant-occupied noa*- 

unlte. 
14, Type of s tructure or a l l  dnelling uni* S - 
16. S ta te  of repa i r  and plumbing equipment of ax 

dwelling uni t s ,  (Published f o r  nonwhle e ua*) 






















































